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Book the Month Club---December Selection 


Pyle, Ernie. Brave Men. Holt. Nov. 20, 1944. 474p. 


$3.00. 


Today, more than year after publication, Here Your 
War still among the best sellers. Within few weeks 
this new biography detailing the further adventures 
G.I. Joe after his African campaign will undoubtedly 
the favorite American readers. book that 
deserves popular. book that reviewer de- 
lights because can quote freely without anticipating 
pang conscience revealing all that new the 
volume. 


Ernie’s second volume opens with the story the in- 
vasion Sicily. Here had the first many narrow 
escapes when five enemy searchlights pinned down his 
ship, then unaccountably fire was withheld. the beach- 
head Ernie was impressed with the power “the might 
material (to) overwhelm everything before it” (p. 36). 
There were casualties immediately. Ernie, who always 
became ill every new country, reports the humane 
treatment the injured, the compassionate manner with 
which the wardmasters treated everyone. From that 
point the biographer visited each unit, always close 
the front line could get. was with the engineers 
when they were rebuilding vital bridge, with the 
lerymen and the anti-aircraft services, with the “fabulous 
infantry” for whom everyone had the highest regard, with 
the light bombers and the dive bombers, with tank crews 
and men the quartermasters corps; short, Ernie tried 
see representative unit every branch service. 


eminently successful presenting first-hand ac- 
count how men live (and die) and react the strain 
war. One the points drives home indirectly 
the remarkable success have had building 
army out civilian material. page 225 cites the 


case LST (landing ship tank) which “only two 
men the crew more than sixty had ever been sea 
before”. Another case was that “Fred Moore, who was 
little and meek. Fred had tiny mustache and per- 
petually startled look his face. 
Fred had gift. was wizard baking delicate and 
beautiful pastries. made all the pastry desserts for 
the officers’ mess. had never done any cooking before 
joining the Navy, except fry few hamburgers 
short-order joint” (p. 40). 


Fred just one many personalities who will im- 
mortalized “brave men”. One sergeant real-estate 
man private life) had the duty interviewing German 
prisoners and acquired much knowledge that knew 
more about the German Army than about the American 
Army. Buck Eversole, cowboy and rodeo rider before 
the war, with the Purple Heart and two Silver Stars, 
one the big little men the infantry. “Mr. Fixit” 
the appellation awarded Pfc. Sanders whose 
“knack for fixing things had given him sort haloed 
status that kept him working like dog twenty-four hours 
day, doing things for other people. Wéithout previous 
experience repaired fountain pens, radios, electric 
razors, typewriters, broken knives, stoves and watches. 
There was just one thing about Sanders. Nobody 
could get him clean up. When distinguished visi- 
tors came, they tried hide Sanders. But the funny 
part about Sanders’ deplorable condition was that was 
eager clean. They just never gave him time 
wash. They kept him too busy fixing things” (p. 411). 


general, the generals are omitted. Perhaps has some- 
thing with morale. Once, Ernie recounts, Generals 
Doolittle and Spaatz went “visit bomber station which 
had been having bad luck and heavy losses”. When they 
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were leaving veteran Fortress pilot walked them. 
know why you’re out here’, said. ‘You think our 
morale shot because we’ve been taking the nose. 
Well, can tell you our morale all right. There only 
one thing that hurts our morale. And that’s having 
three-star generals coming around see what’s the matter 
with (p. 319). 


Ernie has seen this war first hand and has reported 
terms human experience better than anyone. From 
the vigor writing you might think that Ernie has 
enjoyed writing Here Your War and Brave Men. Yet 
states the end this volume, “for war has be- 
come flat, black depression without highlights, revul- 
sion the mind and exhaustion the spirit”. For 
anyone who still needs about war 
recommend this new volume. has some incidental pro- 
fanity and few slightly suggestive lines, e.g., about see- 
ing girl climbing sleepily out tank shortly 
after the taking Paris (p. 460). the previous 
volumes, Ernie omits all mention religious services, 
perhaps for fear making choice. Any adult will find 
Brave Men entertaining and profitable reading. 


Krutch, Joseph Wood. Samuel Johnson. Holt. Nov. 
13, 1944. 599p. $3.75. 


One can read Boswell’s Life Johnson and still not have 
adequate estimate the greatness Doctor Johnson. 
But one cannot read Mr. Krutch’s life this colossal 
figure and come away from the book without good ap- 
preciation not only the great Doctor but also the 
Doctor’s famous biographer, the Doctor’s friends and 
enemies, his hates, his loves and his haunts. The task 
which the author set himself was tremendous 
would take mind almost great Johnson’s ferret 
Johnson out Boswell’s Life, out the numerous letters, 
diaries and note books which has been buried. Mr. 
Krutch has done over-all fine job. The book well 
documented, conveniently indexed and thoroughly 
scholarly piece work which never becomes 
will probably become tool without which intelligent 
student will dare approach Johnson. This said, 
course, without unreservedly sanctioning every conclusion 
and judgment Mr. Krutch makes. 


The new life tells the complete story the career 
Samuel Johnson, from his birth and early life Lichfield, 
through his futile attempts the art teaching, days 
drudgery hack and lexicographer, more successful 
days independence autocrat the tea table, down 
his last lonely breath. Mr. Krutch, the course 
the story, taking Johnson’s measure 
against the background his period. 


Since Johnson had already been living for fifty-three years 
before Boswell met him, much Boswell’s material 
the early life was second hand. Mr. Krutch has supple- 
mented Boswell’s material with the findings modern 
scholars and has re-checked against every available 
source including the Malahide Papers, the Queeney Letters 
and the Thraliana. 

Mr. Krutch seems have been more successful his 
treatment Johnson’s literary work and the handling 
critical material than his treatment Johnson 
man and the handling purely biographical material. 
begins his study with the assumption that Johnson was 


Best 


“pessimist” and that “melancholy” and fear that 
might lose his reason frequently shadowed his life.” 
(p.19). Later qualifies Johnson’s pessimism 
tragic sense and his melancholy “black abyss 
into which slipped when dropped out conversa- 
tion and muttered himself.” (p. 188). And again, John- 
son’s “constitutional melancholy” labeled “near mad- 
ness.” (p. 355). Yet the events and situations John- 
sons’ life set forth Mr. Krutch show Johnson very 
sensible man, though not without his prejudices and 
eccentricities. was sane enough select the young 
for his friends, not merely because they raised his spirits, 
but because recognized and enjoyed the good them. 
The number times rose above his moods seems 
indicate that was far from mad and, fact, too much 
master himself for other people’s equanimity. 


Mr. Krutch’s study Boswell equally good his 
study Johnson. Boswell given much credit his 
importance deserves and his motives, methods and aims 
are painstakingly examined and his contribution maturely 
evaluated. 


Johnson conversationalist steps forth from Mr. 
Krutch’s life vivid and brilliant and ruthless and wise 
Boswell’s Johnson, who found tavern chair throne 
human where “he talked for victory,” “to 
win argument exhibit ingenuity.” The great 
Doctor could rude his conversation, “but never 
dull way.” wrong might be, always had 
something solid and subtle and bold say. “He could 
untwist difficult subject with great dexterity, also 
could tangle simple one for the pleasure defying 
his hearers find the head and tail again.” 


The chapters “Shakespeare” and the “Lives the 
Poets” will appreciated most readers with some back- 
ground English literature. “The Lives the Poets” 
are shown written, not scholar aesthetician, 
but man wide knowledge men and manners and 
books. Shakespeare, Johnson “perceived beauties for 
which could not account.” Johnson’s Shakespeare is, 
“first all, the people’s Shakespeare rather than either 
the Shakespeare learned critics the Shakespeare 
the aesthete.” Johnson, Shakespeare the “teller 
incomparable tales alive with incomparable characters.” 
Johnson’s criticism judged Mr. Krutch have “con- 
tributed powerfully the process, through which Shakes- 
peare was becoming established genuine classic and 
unquestionably the first modern poets.” 


The author closes his excellent study with account 
Johnson’s relations with his close friends the Thrales, and 
the story his final estrangement from them. The great 
conversationalist’s last words were his shortest soliloquy, 
moriturus,” heard only his faithful servant, Francis 
Barber. one admires Johnson let him read this book and 
know him better. one knows not Dr. Johnson, the more 
the pity and the reason for having Mr. Krutch introduce 
him. Aloysius Miller, 
University Scranton 


Kimbrough, Emily. How Dear Heart. 
Mead. Nov. 14, 1944. 267p. $2.50. 


This book Emily Kimbrough, the half that irresistible 
writing team, Cornelia Otis Skinner and Emily Kim- 
brough, who wrote Our Hearts Were Young and Gay, 
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bright with laughter and merriment, with touches here 
and there wistfulness. 


The scene laid Muncie, Indiana, the turn the 
century, and the tale happy childhood small 
town, written partly out deep affection for the town, 
and partly set down some the things that will never 
seen again. Its rememberance, not events but 
things, what gives the book its greatest attractiveness. 
tells things past, like the gas lamp the newel 
post with its glass beaded shades; grandmother’s bustle; 
and mother’s best ruffles; the honeysuckled front porch; 
wooden sidewalks; the firecrackers which little children 
shot off; Hallowe’en parties and Christmas parties. 
relates how Mr. Hinkley drove Washington Street 
his buggy every afternoon, with freezer fresh, 
homemade ice cream sell, and how the children waited 
for him their front steps with nickel tightly held 
their sticky, sweaty little fists; much like children today 
who run the corner store for their favorite ice cream 
cone. 

Emily’s childhood might have been the childhood the 
little girl the street next door, whose parents were 
comfortably fixed and whose grandparents were the town 
leaders, any prosperous town the middle west. The 


book recalls summer nights when the children played 
the street corner, under the arc light where the June bugs 


crawled; and how they took the used carbons play 
hop scotch. Grandfather had the first automobile 
town, and drove through Mr. 
window. Emily’s father learned ride wild pony. 
The little girl collected stray dogs, butterflies with 
homemade net; once she hit her teacher; and once she 
saw skyrocket through neighbor’s front 
nics were picnics; autumn was season nutting and 
blue haze burning leaves; Decoration Day was fragrant 
with memories and celebrations; memories flower pots 
and pinwheels Fourth July; there was hominy 
man and horseradish man; and Hollywood did not exist; 
Atlantic City was the magic place those days, and 
Emily went there. Emily and Grandmother would 
watch the workmen Grandfather’s Bridge Works, 
and wonder what the men had their lunch baskets; 
there were ponies for the boys; country fairs where one 
could buy balloons; harvest time and plenty; and the 
spring searching for wild hyacinths, trilliums and blood- 
root. Life with grandfather and grandmother and all the 
aunts and uncles was worth living and writing about; 
there was family sense security, happy awareness 
visible persons, and personal fortunes, and everyone 
was enthralled things about them. summers families 
went cottages “the lake” and Emily’s family went 
Walloon Lake. All all Muncie was nice town 
which live and spend happy childhood, and there 
are incidents make one laugh and others which bring 
nostalgic memories. 


How Dear Heart tale things that used 
for all us, happy and humorously written, not great 
literature, but recommended all readers. 
Anne Stuart 

Bayliss, Marguerite. The Bolinvars. Holt. Dec. 1944. 
384p. $3.00. 

Originally published the Derrydale Press several years 
ago limited edition (750 copies) Bolinvar was 
scheduled for republishing this spring trade edition. 


+ 


Bayliss 


However republication was called off the very last 
moment permit serialization one our well known 
glossy-paged magazines. Now that the book available 
long last are permitted tell you that adven- 
ture story, written the romantic style, heavily flavored 
with horses and hounds, containing dash mystery, 
laid New Jersey, London and Virginia the beginning 
the 19th century and centering about the last two 
members horse and hound breeding American patri- 
cian family. 


Devereux Bolinvar, lone survivor the Jersey branch, 
likely young blade with little his head save horses 
and hounds, had never seen any the Virginia Bolin- 
vars but when received troubled letter from his 
Uncle Alexander, asking him come immediately but 
stealthily matters import, posted Virginia- 
wards. Finishing the journey foot, attempt 
gain entrance unseen his uncle, stole through the 
grounds the estate, taking refuge the shaded veranda 
summer house avoid being seen approaching 
rider. There the involuntary and unknown witness 
scene between his debonair young cousin Bois Hugo 
Bolinvar, patricianly French the fingertips, and the 
brutal Pedro Flood, once accomplice but now private 
secretary Alexander B., the hypocrite the tale. 
Flood confronts Hugo with evidence that the latter 
only illegitimate son Alexander Spanish slave 
and therefore law slave himself and the property 
Devereux who the rightful heir. Hugo given the 
impression that Dev just the sort scoundrel who will 
take advantage this opportunity advance his own 
fortune. When Hugo threatens turn the matter over 
the family lawyers and turns leave Flood draws 
pistol and fires. accurately tossed flowerpot (why 
did you think Dev had been crouching outside the window 
all this time?) spoils the shot and slender Hugo, 
fiery rage, turns and fells Flood with one fatal blow. 
course Dev, being the soul honor, would have had none 
Flood’s proposition, but feeling that the situation was 
touchy one and that Hugo had conceived instinctive 
dislike him, which indeed had, our hero departed 
stealthily had come, hoping that time and ignor- 
ance would the great healers. Dev had had the mis- 
fortune catch glimpse Hugo riding and the per- 
fection the latter’s horsemanship now drove him 
abroad for graduate work equitation and venery. 


fact both cousins travel abroad for several years but 
the mysterious Hugo sedulously avoids Dev who works 
hard his riding. Both men establish reputations 
premier horsemen. Dev manages collect himself 
titled Engilsh wife and celebrated painting Hugo 
(he dashes them off sublimation for emotion and 
course the world’s premier artist) and after several 
years returns his simple New Jersey estate there 
consider political career. unexpected and some- 
what ambiguous invitation from Hugo visit the an- 
cestral home Virginia breaks upon this pastoral 
simplicity. Dev thinks that possibly Hugo means settle 
the tangle murdering him and thus protecting his 
inheritance but, being gentleman, takes chance 
and, shipping his wife England for vacation, hies 
again Virginiawards. Shortly after arrival discards 
his theory murder when finds Hugo suffering from 
inexplicably weak heart and under the stress power- 
ful emotion (oh! perfectly concealed course since 
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Hugo always the urbane patrician). then thinks 
that Hugo means commit suicide after introducing Dev 
the county and does his best head off several seem- 
ing attempts but all that Hugo means slip away 
under new and carefully built personality. When 
Hugo broaches this plan Dev reveals his knowledge 
the whole affair and his gentlemanly horror Flood’s 
original proposition. The two begin picking flaws 
Flood’s evidence and with the help Nellie Farleigh, 
whom Hugo had jilted all honor when his parentage 
became clouded, they finally establish Hugo’s legitimacy, 
leaning heavily upon the principles heredity they had 
learned their study animal breeding. Dev and Hugo 
become inseparable friends, Hugo’s heart disease dis- 
appears, again affianced Nellie and cap the 
whole thing goes about the countryside telling people 
how noble Dev and how villainous his hitherto re- 
spected father had been. climax the story along comes 
child-eating fox and the mettle the Bolinvars, their 
horses and their dogs tested super-duper foxhunt 
which the fox turns out the sole survivor 
variant breed wolves which once had roamed the 
mysterious mountain near Dev’s home. The simply 
ga-lorious performance the Equidae and the Canidae 
completely establishes the validity the Bolinvar breed- 
ing theories and everybody lives happily ever after. 


There you have it, friends—in the best British tradition 
with the villains, villainous, the beauties, beautiful and 
the heroes, paragons. Somewhat prissy story, bit 
the gooey side and frequently gluey but definitely 
escapist reading. Among objectionable features are the 
touching filial devotion Hugo who retails his father’s 
unknown sins public, having priest marry two non- 
Catholics and the expression wrong views the 
morality keeping mistresses (p. 309). There are one 
two other minor points but nothing vulgar obscene 
and the book should not harmful for adults whom 
seems suitable. 


Busch, Niven. They Dream Home. 
tury. Nov. 10, 1944. 307p. $2.75. 


The chief difficulty writing about the returned veteran 
determine how far the men will have changed, psy- 
chologically, and how adept they will adjusting 
themselves civilian habits. Most the journalistic re- 
ports already print fail get inside the men themselves, 
and the present attempt, fiction, exception. The 
reader learns the small activities small men and— 
unless possesses great hoard divine charity—he 
not moved. Mr. Busch has failed draw single hero; 
has attempted describe five. 


Four marines and apprentice seaman have been dis- 
charged after devastating patrol action Pacific atoll. 
Returned Los Angeles, they gravitate toward one an- 
other they did the field. The natural leader Gun- 
nery Sergeant Earl Watrous, veteran the last war and 
now his fifties, who finds that, result his absence, 
his wife has come lean their son. Conversations 
household expenses, plans for trips the movies, ar- 
rangement rooms and even seats the table, are out 
the sergeant’s hands. Lonely, moves furnished 
room, takes job aircraft factory and there, angered 
the machinery, attempts break his safety-device har- 
ness while drunk. the end the story, his son 
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marries, his wife asks him return, and seeks her 
companionship once more. the best drawn the 
group. 

Cliff Harper, whom most words are spent, finds that 
Patricia Tracy, his high school sweetheart, has married 
during his absence. drinks, plays pool, tries un- 
fortunate period college, works the plant with Wat- 
rous, and finally heads for Alaska. When the girl’s hus- 
band listed dead missing, Cliff begins affair 
with her (p. 234) which she—member Catholic 
family—wishes had begun before Pearl Harbor (p. 39), 
Before Patricia, there were several experiences with prosti- 
tutes (pp. 62, 139, 212). 


Matt Klein, victim hasty war-marriage into which 
some allottment-chiseler had wheedled him, opens but- 
cher-shop, prospers, and falls easy prey the marriage 
proposal his dyed-blonde cashier. The Indian, Bill 
Tabeshaw, dishonorably discharged for insubordination, 
after his Silver Star went his head, drifts from drunken- 
ness and gambling living off his former friends, lar- 
ceny Matt’s store, gun duel with the police and 
prison term. The Negro, Perry Kincheloe, merely de- 
scribed—he lost both legs and arm action. make 
for lack characterization, the author has lamely dis- 
cussed the question the Negro industry and tells 
strike over discrimination. 


The basic weakness the story—aside from the fact that 
these are “ordinary” people, and the trowel lays 
thickly—is that, except for the Negro his heroic cour- 
age, all the others would have been the same, war 
war. Watrous, professional soldier, was often away 
assignments, and normally would have been displaced 
home. Cliff was weakling and was changed only insofar 
that football game roused murderous instincts him; 
otherwise his life would have been the same succession 
jobs and shiftlessness. Klein, pleasant fellow, would 
have been shrewd making money and gullible before 
kindness, had never donned uniform, and Tabeshaw 
would have been surly reservation problem. 


Artistically and sociologically, the novel failure. The 
dialogue real, but overly burdened with blasphemy. 
The incidents are the expected ones, and would have been 
clichés “civilian” novel. book has truth, for 
such things happen—but how typically and how sig- 
nificantly are large questions. remains unimportant 
time-consumer for the adult who overstocked with idle- 
ness. 


Hicks, Granville. Behold Trouble. 
14, 1944. 340p. $2.75. 


man named Pierre Mason, isolated from society because 
never could adjust himself it, the central char- 
acter this novel whose scene laid upstate New 
York, the little village Hanover with 
American background. The emotionally unstable Pierre 
has brought his wife Jenny back his home village after 
the pacifist organization for which had been working 
had ceased its operations. Pierre had left Hanover 
young man after his father’s suicide and his own unsuc- 
cessful college career which had been tainted homo- 
sexual experiences. Going New York, found em- 
ployment writer’s project where was miserable 
and unhappy, found solace affair with mistress, 
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obtained clerking job and finally position with peace 
organization. Somewhere college had acquired 
pacifist tendencies which expressed freely but for which 
seemed have little rational basis. While 
working with the pacifist group had married Jenny 
Lark, rather colorless girl who was entirely inadequate 
for him. 


Shortly after their return Hanover, Pierre was called 
before his draft board, classified conscientious ob- 
jector, and slated for work camp. had made all 
preparations accept that fate when sudden emotional 
crisis coupled with the incidental appearance F.B.I. 
agent the vicinity sent him off new course 
action. sent out defy the authorities, armed him- 
self, and waited for them. girl for officer, 
shot her accidentally and fled into the forests where 
barricaded himself cave. fruitless plot laid 
trap him resulted the death innocent man. When 
the state police finally did bring him bay, Pierre killed 
trooper and wounded another man before his own 
death. Jenny had tried persuade him abandon his 
course but without success. 


Technically Behold Trouble well written and finished 
work. The story well and easily developed, char- 
acterization adequate though over-extensive some 
cases, and there are too many unnecessary characters. 
Actually its value rather negative—as 
study shows only the confusion inherent life based 
only human principles. Pierre had little basis for his 
pacifism; was- merely attitude into which had 
drifted because environmental circumstances and be- 
cause desire revolt against society into whose 
framework did not fit. knew that his actions had 
been mistaken but his personality warp was great that 
could little about them. There are several very 
objectionable features the book. Unnecessary sordid- 
ness, with bearing the main theme, has been intro- 
duced the characters Mel Turner, Flora, Carl, and 
others. Jenny’s casual adultery with Carl during Pierre’s 
crisis extremely offensive and the mechanically intro- 
duced seduction Flora Dave seems have been 
added only fillip for certain classes readers. There 
profanity and occasional vulgarity. The book suit- 
able for mature, adult readers but there seems little reason 


Barton, Betsey. And Now Live Again. Appleton- 
Century. Oct. 27, 1944. 150p. $1.75. 


The author this book had died—died, that is, the 
normal life those around her—when tragic auto- 
mobile accident the age sixteen she had her back 
broken and was doomed what seemed destined 
lifelong paralysis. She now twenty-six, and while she 
has suffered disappointment upon disappointment 
those ten endless years, including second automobile 
accident some three years after the first, she has been 
given feel the last two years new quivering 
life, new exhilaration, which gives her once the 
title and the purpose her book. She who was dead 
now lives and she wishes share the secret that new 
life, that rebirth, with the thousands who have suffered, 
who will suffer, like predicament, not least among 
whom will the returning disabled veterans. Much 
her ten years was wasted for recovery through ignorance, 
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wrong attitudes, and inability find the right physician- 
teacher; she can lessen the time rehabilitation—or 
reéducation, she prefers call it—for others, and 
through her experience help them avoid her mistakes, 
not only their lives but hers also will quickened. 

The book written, however, autobiographical 
chapter. The author has preferred speak general 
terms that her findings might the more readily ap- 
plied others afflicted, without the stumbling block 
individuation. Using her own personal experience, 
then, simply font, and supplementing this with data 
gleaned from conversation with other disabled individuals, 
Miss Barton attempts lay bare the inner workings 
the mind the patient under such crushing circumstances 
and suggest procedures which she, acting under profes- 
sional direction, found the most effective. Her book 
intended not merely for the direct use the disabled 
person but also, and quite importantly, for the families 
and friends who will have the task working with them 
their effort regain what they have lost. She writes 
non-professional and makes attempt adhere 
systematic plan, satisfied she with offering “hints 
and suggestions for outline both the research and 
the practice The reader must respect 
this avowed purpose yet cannot but regret times that 
there not more order and integration the presentation 
these ideas. 


One would normally expect that religion would play 
important part this finding new life through suffer- 
ing, and one not entirely disappointed. But the Catholic 
and Christian will disappointed. Throughout the 
book there little mention God and His 
Reaching Providence—His Name slips once twice, 
would seem oversight—except under the most 
indefinite and impersonal terms. The reason for reti- 
cence pertinent subject appears the final chap- 
ters when the author’s emphasis the need spirit 
and religion the internal work rehabilitation— 
brought home her the giant strides recovery 
made young man with “little medal chain 
around his betrays herself believer 
form oriental pantheistic monism according which 
all spirit because all god. 


This explains such statements “we are each other” 
which leave the reader somewhat puzzled peruses 
the first part the book; explains her ready references 
Brahm and Buddha and the greater spiritual wisdom 
the East, well her casual and non-religious use 
scriptural phrases; explains her misconception mir- 
acles 20-1), faith (p. 32), accident (p. 122-3), 
prayer (p. 128-9), and her misrepresentation the 
testimony the Catholic Saints (p. 129). 


Because its treatment religion, the book can hardly 
judged suitable for the general reader, but with the pre- 
cautions implied above duly prefixed, might per- 
mitted the mature reader. The abstract and almost mystic 
quality some the writing makes undesirable any 
case for the general reader. But the individual who 
destined take care of, have much with, the 
disabled veteran—or find many 
helpful suggestions the book unmarred the new- 
found religious beliefs the author. 

Edward Baxter, 

Chairman: Veterans Committee 
Fordham University 
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Catholic Book Club---December Selection 
Laverty, Maura. More Than Human. Longmans. 


Nov. 15, 1944. 249p. $2.50. 


More Than Human sequel the author’s first 
novel, Never More. The reader will find the same 
charm this later story Delia Scully, resumed after 
her arrival Madrid take the position governess 
prominent Spanish family. Because she Delia, 
natural Spain among strangers she had been home 
Ballyderrig with her beloved “Gran”, she cannot 
confined within the conventional restrictions imposed 
the Irish girls who, though free leave the imprint 
their native brogue the accent their young charges, 
were, nevertheless, considered socially inferior. 


Delia’s interest people unbounded class distinc- 
tions, and she obliged change her position quite 
frequently. Her unquestioning faith people, too, was 
put test, she stumbled unwittingly upon the nasty 
side life. However, while her friends worried about 
her, Delia mingled with saint and sinner and came through 
her most imprudent escapade without being even re- 
motely scandalized, discovering, always with new wonder, 
that “God nearer than the door”. Beneath the weak- 
nesses that were human, she seemed always glimpse 
that deeper image that divine, and she believed “that 
the devil would have get very strong hold man 
destroy that image God”. 


Delia had more than one romance Spain; she was en- 
gaged married when she returned home Ireland 
for visit and met for the first time the young man whose 
letters had kept her close her own country during her 
absence. She decided that she would never back 
Spain, anywhere for that matter, without Michael. 


There beauty Maura Laverty’s prose. Not word 
wasted description, characterization, narrative, yet 
her picture complete and her story living. Her 
people are human and her understanding them 
genuine. Her expression typically Irish and replete 
with Irish expressions. 


More Than Human and Never More are recom- 
mended all who enjoy good book. 


Idell, Albert Bridge Brooklyn. Holt. Nov. 1944. 
385p. $2.75. 


This continuation the story the Rogers family 
which Mr. Idell began Centennial Summer, reviewed 
Best Sellers, August 1943, volume page That 
book had its scene laid Philadelphia the 1870’s cul- 
minating the Centennial Exposition. The present book 
begins the following year and Philadelphia, where 
Jesse Rogers still working for the Philadelphia and Read- 
ing Railroad, but the scene shifts rapidly Brooklyn 
when accepts job with the city Brooklyn expedit- 
ing freight for the construction the Brooklyn Bridge. 
From there the family story carried along for six years 
until the completion and opening the Bridge 1883. 


Where Centennial Summer was concerned with the loves 
Zenie and Julia this new book revolves around the de- 
velopment the twins, Henry and Georgina and their 
loves. Readers Centennial Summer will remember 
the dramatis Jesse, the genial backsliding 
Quaker father, Gussie, the daughter Italian Cath- 
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olic count and always concerned with the family welfare 
and her daughters’ marriages, their children, Julia now 
married Philip Lascalles and absent from this book, 
Teresina, the family belle who had rejected suitor after 
suitor until now she danger becoming old maid, 
Henry and Georgina (Gene), the mischievous twins, 
Father Duffy, Gus Palmer and varied melange friends, 
servants and pets. essence this book, the last, 
story family life with Jesse and Gussie being the two 
main characters. Most the action centers around the 
children’s affairs but mother and father are every 
scene and their actions provide the meat the tale. 
course impossible catch the humor Rogers’ 
family life review and that the essence the book. 
How Zenie attempts redeem her matrimonial blunders 
Brooklyn and finally resecued from last-chance Mr. 
Hannigan dashing Brooklyn boulevardier; how Gene 
finally finds Gus Palmer; how Henry loses his love 
sea, all these are subplots the main story but only sub- 
plots. not these stories that make the book interest- 
ing but rather the panorama the Rogers’ daily family 
life. turns stuffy and pompous, warm and human, 
sorrowful and pleasant but always well-larded with hu- 
mor, rich incident, rich homliness. The background, 
what there it, authentic. 


There are several semi-objectionable features the book. 
Father Duffy, the priest the story, somewhat over- 
tolerant and implications are made that one religion 
good another and that formal religion not too 
necessary. Spiritualism portrayed sympathetically; there 
are occasional vulgarities and Gussie’s Catholicism not 
the best. these items pointed out the book can 
otherwise recommended adults very entertaining 
reading. 


Heym, Stefan. Smiling Peace. Little, Brown. Oct. 
18, 1944. 364p. $2.50. 


The myth the master race, the essential goodness the 
common man, the vileness the collaborators, the in- 
evitability the forces peace over the forces brutal- 
ity and hatred: these are the themes this novel. The 
master-race personified Major Ludwig von Liszt, high- 
ranking member the German General Staff, and villain 
extraordinary; the common man represented Lieu- 
tenant Bert Wolff, intelligence officer, veteran the 
Spanish Civil War; the collaborationist depicted the 
person Monaitre, man Vichy, ready business 
with any one who happens power, who bargains 
with the Americans and plots with the Germans, dying 
victim the hatred had aroused among his own. 
Marguerite Fresneau, mistress Liszt during the German 
occupation, and opportunist her own way, com- 
pletes the list principals. 


With the occupation Algiers, Lieut. Wolff assigned 
the satisfying task bringing the German Armistice 
Commission. The mission was successfully accomplished, 
except that Liszt, the most important and dangerous mem- 
ber the Commission, had the foresight absent 
from headquarters when the Lieutenant arrived. 
accidental meeting with Marguerite brings Wolff Liszt’s 
doorstep, but all unaware the irony circum- 
stances. Wolff assigned combat unit, with the 
task interviewing prisoners. the meantime Liszt and 
Marguerite, traveling and Mme. Bergeret, attempt 
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get through German occupied territory. Their ad- 
ventures with American officers, Italian deserters, French 
hotel-keepers would thrill juvenile 
matinee audience, but not serious reader. The chase 
climaxed meeting with American patrol; Liszt 
sends the woman alone the car side-track the 
pursuers, but for once (and only this once) fails 
outwit the Americans. Liszt, brought before Wolff for 
questioning, again succeeds keeping his identity secret; 
but Marguerite, returning voluntarily when she realizes 
that Liszt has thrown her over, willing enough betray 
her former lover. But German attack has begun, Wolff 
the only officer the post (!), has take command 
the troops, and Liszt seizes the opportunity hypnotize 
his guard and run away hail bullets. 


Liszt, once back German territory, uses both persuasion 
and deliberate misinformation force General Nehring 
make ill-fated attack. Liszt’s strategy depended 
simultaneous attack from the rear led Monaitre and 
his convict army, but Monaitre under house arrest and 
powerless. His treachery exposed, Liszt permitted 
take the easy way out: captured the Americans, 
and once more brought before Wolff for questioning 
and for lecture the futility German arrogance and 
militarism. 

This book might have had some interest novel 
Wolff had had any hand his ultimate triumph over 
Liszt. But the entire action the plot hinges pure 
coincidence, and spite his stupidity and derelic- 
tion duty that Wolff gets his man. compliment 
the American army portray front line intelligence 
officer interrupting the questioning important female 
prisoner indulge lust that began with casual meet- 
ing Algiers. The Articles War, unless this reviewer 
mistaken, not instruct superior officers condone 
such conduct, Mr. Heym’s Col. Wintringham does. 


few isolated passages show some understanding and 
sympathy for the feelings soldiers first going into 
battle. that the entire positive contribution the 
book sufficiently stated. Wolff one those ineffectual 
idealists, presented man with strong purposes, and 
adolescent mental and emotional equipment. 
the perfect cartoon type the unscrupulous, sadistic, 
sinister German General Staff Officer, who outwits every 
American with consummate ease, and brought earth 
finally because outwits himself. 

The logic the book inconsistent its action. 
seems have been written for the single purpose giving 
expression some hackneyed observations the age 
the common man and the inherent cowardice the 
master-race idea. The conclusion seems that the 
Germans are not the master-race, because they will not 
win the war! 

Several immoral and obscene passages make the book 
more objectionable than would have been without them, 
and are further reason for urgent recommendation that 
one waste his time this book. 

Charles Denecke, 
University Scranton 


Field, Carter. Bernard Baruch, Park Bench Statesman. 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. 23, 1944. 314p. $3.00. 


Bernard Baruch has had unusual career. 
Jewish financier, born South Carolina immigrant 
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doctor father and seventh-generation American mother. 
made his fortune Wall Street, but his heart has 
remained with the South where maintains the noted 
Hobcaw Barony. southerner has remained 
Democrat spite the spiritual isolation which such 
course involves Wall Street. has taken active in- 
terest political campaigns and, return, has been the 
adviser and consultant Presidents. particular, 
has rendered great service the nation both World 
Wars, one director war production, the second 
adviser younger men and chairman the famous 
committee which tackled and solved the difficult problem 
rubber. 


Carter Field frankly idolizes his subject, making him al- 
most infallible the advice which has given the 
leaders the nation. Since such consultation has been 
from the nature the case confidential, independent 
appraisal its value present impossible. More can 
known his financial career, where remains 
notable example species which was made almost ex- 
tinct laws signed his friend, President Roosevelt. 
was the speculator par excellence, who made and 
lost dozen fortunes the course his career. was 
not merely gambler, for studied carefully the indus- 
tries which were the objects his speculation, but never- 
theless his fortune was made the market, not from 
industry trade. 


The book interesting, but without deep significance. 
His patriotism and disinterested service country might 
used puncture the generalizations the anti-Semites, 
but equally distinguished careers Brandeis, Cardozo, 
and the Lehmans seem have failed impress those 
who would indict entire group because the failings 
individuals. story adds interesting details our 
knowledge the Wilson and Franklin Roosevelt admin- 
istrations without, however, being profound study 
either. There nothing objectionable the book, but 
only the specialist the historian would put his 


required list. 
Rev. John Cronin, 
St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore 


Huie, Lt. (jg) William Bradford. Can Do! The Story 
the Seabees. Dutton. Sept. 25, 1944. 250p. plus 
drawings and photographs. $2.75. 


When the smoke cleared over Pearl Harbor and the Navy 
sought the means clearing what had been the major 
portion our Pacific fleet, there was service battalion 
labor corps such had been long employed Europe 
for such tasks. When became clear that was just 
important construct airfields out jungle was 
occupy islands, that fact the fighting and construction 
would have side side, became evident that the 
Navy would have form body highly skilled con- 
struction men who could work and fight simultaneously. 
The Seabees were the result. They were sense 
unskilled labor battalion sent out the hewing 
wood and drawing water. Top construction men from 
all over the country were enlisted. Since most them 
were above draft age and many already employed vital 
industries, the Navy found useful offer special in- 
ducements the form higher pay than that usually 
paid the apprentice seaman the petty officer. can 
hardly said, however, that the Seabees and their 
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officers joined because the richer financial reward 
because the financial remuneration offered for the same 
type work civilian life was much higher. Neither was 
the pleasant surroundings because most Seabee con- 
struction had done under conditions undreamed 
before the war. The average age the Seabees 31, 
that the Army 27, the Navy 224, the Marine 
Corps, younger units had older tradition but 
the Seabees set about constructing traditions their own 
that today they have esprit corps which matches 
that the Marines. The natural rivalry just who 
will get Tokyo first summed the belief the Sea- 
bees that when the Marines march upon Tokyo they will 
upon road built the Seabees. The rivalry 
between the service units, however, has not been such 
nature give Tokyo much relief. While cus- 
tomary hear the Seabees the Pacific, must not 
forgotten that they were Sicily and Salerno. They 
helped construct the Alcan Highway. Trinidad and 
Ascension Island benefited their handiwork. Probably 
other branch the service does American ingenuity 
and craftsmanship show more clearly than their 
work. empty gasoline tin furnished material for 
everything from hamburger broiler protective cover- 
ing for tank tread and cog. The Seabees have done 
their share fighting with such tools the bulldozer, the 
latter being effective flamethrower clearing out 
enemy pillboxes. Perhaps the most dramatic all Seabee 
inventions the Navy pontoon which simple five-by- 
seven-by-five cube sheet steel which combination 
can become landing barge, pier, causeway, float- 
ing drydock. was this box which made possible our 
landings Sicily, Salerno and Anzio. Shallow water 
off the beaches which would ordinarily have grounded 
LST’s far out was overcome assembling pontoons 
rate never achieved before and carrying weight 
tanks and trucks never before attempted. system 
slide-rule assemblies gave the maximum strength and 
adjustability. Seven minutes after LST grounded, 
tanks could run ashore from distance 500 feet from 
shore. The fact that the Nazis never expected that land- 
ings could made that part Sicily undoubtedly 
saved many American lives and did much insure the 
success the invasion. 


Most difficult, perhaps, all Seabee tasks, has been that 
holding down lonely air strips the Pacific, often for 
long periods without leave and without any the exhili- 
ration which unit more active sector feels. Here 
the midst battle, the American sense humor 
which the Seabees seem have abundance, re- 
deeming feature. Can interesting account 
group whom the American public has heard but whose 
work seldom understood its entirety. Unfortunately, 
some the language construction work has crept here 
and there but the mature reader will not find harmful. 
Dr. James Eagan, 
College New Rochelle 


Nute, Grace Lee. Lake Superior. Bobbs-Merrill. July 31, 
1944. 376p. $3.50. 


There’s good reason why reviewer should reserve 
until the end the review, orthodox fashion, his ap- 
proval this book. The three volumes now published 
the American Lake Series have set very high standard 
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for two volumes yet appear. reference Lake 
Superior itself, has been said that next impossible 
speak without superlatives. Despite her under- 
standable enthusiasm for her subject, Miss Nute has 
written with marked restraint, but nevertheless was forced 
write admiringly this body water, the largest 
fresh water lake the world. she refrained from 
doing so, hard see how she could have written 
accurately. 


The story starts 1623, with the visit Brulé and 
Grenoble, who came the inland sea from the French 
settlements Quebec. References voyages Lake 
Superior are found the Jesuit Relation for the years 
1647-1648. French missionaries and explorers added 
almost yearly the growing fund information about 
the lake. These trips were naturally interrupted the 
changes associated with the year 1763, after which date 
the English influence grew. very good observer during 
this period was Irishman with the unusual name, for 
Irishman, John Johnson, who married Indian 
girl Pointe, and who wrote Account Lake 
Superior, 1792-1807, from which Miss Nute has drawn 
generous quotations. 


About 1816 the influence the English waned, and then 

the American fur trader became more important, due 
largely the efforts and influence John Jacob Astor. 
Furs from the lake area were sold London, Leipzig, 
and even the far off city Canton, China. The tea 
secured China for the furs was exchanged Europe 
for industrial wares, sold later America, and 
the profits from this trade went into New York City real 
estate, which turn formed the nucleus the great 
Astor fortune. Hence, the influence Lake Superior 
was extending around the world, early the decade 


the 


The work Protestant and Catholic missionaries during 
the past century carefully and appreciatively traced. 
Emphasis placed the efforts Frederic Baraga, who 
became the first bishop Sault Ste. Marie 1857. 
died 1868, having acquainted, through 
writings French and German, many Europeans with 
the Lake Superior area. 


Navigation receives due attention. Miss Nute not 
exaggerating when she writes, “Navigation least 
dangerous that the North Atlantic. Submerged 
rocks and reefs are always menace, and the water 
case shipwreck numbing either summer win- 
ter. Storms rise with almost unbelievable speed. There 
are few good harbors, especially the north shore. 
Everywhere about and the lake one has the feeling 
that looking upon the waters ocean, mighty 
this great lake” (pp. 116-117). The first decked vessel 
sail Lake Superior appeared 1735, and being 
twenty-five tons displacement was quite contrast the 
gigantic ore carriers today. 

The chapers dealing with the geologic changes the 
area are unusually clear and informational. hard 
for realize that mountains high the Alps 
today were once rearing their proud heads the south- 
ern shore the lake. course time, natural erosion 
reduced them their present stature. The Mesabi iron 
ore range, the west the lake, has recently been 
producing more than two-thirds the iron ore used 
this country. Being near water transportation, ton 
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ore can carried Gary, Indiana, for eighty cents, the 
cost one hundred miles transportation rail. 
equal interest, and equally well handled, the material 
relative the fishing industry. Glowing tributes are in- 
cluded the unique qualities Lake Superior white- 
fish, with one man, missionary, testifying that had 
eaten the delicacy every day for seven years. Isle Royale, 
the largest island the lake, and the latest national park 
created, deserves and receives, entire chapter. 
The lengthy note seems contain 
evaluation practically everything value relative 
the Lake Superior area. The detailed index covers four- 
teen pages. Anyone even mildly interested the Middle 
West will find this book exceptional value and interest. 
Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, Chicago. 


Lowell, Juliet. Dear Sir. Duell, Sloan Pearce. July 
20, 1944. 75p. $1.00. 


This little book compilation humorous letters 
written draft boards, labor boards, and various agencies 
connected with the war effort. Most them derive their 
humor from misspelled words and grammatical misuse 
words; some poke fun the complexity government 
regulations (see particular 71-2; 58-63); most 
derive their “humor” from the use ribald words. 


One the better letters: RELIEF FUND 
Los Angeles 
Gentlemen: 
Enclosed find check for $2.00. You’ll pardon 
for not signing but want remain anonymous. 


Friend. 


The book will probably not harm adults nor will 
more than amuse them might 
question the release letters supposedly written con- 
fidence; even the oft-used excuse the need humor 
would hardly justify even slight undermining the 
public’s confidence war agencies who released any com- 
munications sent it. Perhaps the unknown Miss Lowell 
had the permission each writer; perhaps these letters 
are all figments the imagination. the latter, they 
should not presented authentic; the former, that 
fact should stated. 


Johnson, Osa. Bride the Solomons. Houghton, Mifflin. 
Sept. 27, 1944. $3.00. 


Brought out almost two years too late, this book that 
would easily have obtained widespread popularity had 
been produced 1943 during the height the cam- 
paign for the Solomons. Then many people would have 
read for the somewhat unorganized information con- 
tains native life that far-off region. Now newspaper 
accounts, letters from soldiers and tales returned 
veterans have made most familiar with conditions 
there, with the environment, with native customs, the 
type colonial government, etc. This tends weaken 
the informational value the book and leave only one 
point appeal—the account expedition Martin 
and Osa Johnson obtain photographic records “can- 
nibals action”. 


This particular expedition occurred many years ago just 
after the famous exploring couple were married and was 
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one their earliest together. They were going into 
savage land, land primitive people where white 
domination was maintained only force under the 
British colonial system. Permission carry out their 
expedition was hard get and then only the condition 
that they would under constant supervision. Osa’s 
presence too was added difficulty because the status 
women those primitive communities and the taboos 
under which they labored. Unwittingly she continually 
made matters worse refusing take proper precautions 
and insisting going everywhere with her husband. 
The two started out Malaita under the supervision 
Mr. Bell, was glad get rid them 
especially when Osa persisted going into the bush 
alone. turned them over Mr. Creswell, trader, 
who carried them along the shores Malaita boat 
and then Guadalcanal where they visited copra plan- 
tation, then Savo and Tulagi where they were placed 
under the care Markham, another trader who had 
married native woman and owned his own island, Ong 
Tong Java. They visited his island, then New Georgia, 
San Christobal, Santa Ana, Ugi, Santa Catalina, Ulawa 
and others. Throughout their trip they examined native 
customs and habits, photographing whenever possible. 
They studied almost every aspect native life including 
food, religion, agriculture, fishing, marriage and burial 
customs, habitations, education, status women, com- 
merce and government relations. Not least their search 
were the observations preserved human heads, which 
they found many. They were entirely unsuccessful 
their search for cannibalism the Solomons although 
everyone insisted that existed there. Finally they went 
the New Hebrides group, this time without supervision 
and, making their headquarters the island Vao, 
they sailed around the coast Malekula where they 
finally obtained the long desired pictures cannibal 
feast. 


Bride the Solomons the account adventurous 
expedition devoted obtaining photographs native 
life and proving the existence cannibalism. There 
much information native life, habits, customs, etc., 
but most haphazard, incomplete and unorganized. 
Illustrative photographs are excellent. Because the 
nature the material the book suitable only for adults. 


Pepper, George Wharton. Philadelphia Lawyer. Lippin- 
cott. Nov. 22, 1944. 407p. $3.75. 


evaluating this work becomes necessary first dis- 
engage one’s attention from the product itself related 
its subject and then consider both. Genius channeled 
fortunate few varying degrees but, expressed 
Thomas Edison, the actual allotment only about 
per cent and the remaining per cent achieved de- 
velopment. Susan Anthony reply inquiry 
the best method making speech, advised the 
hopeful inquirer “go fill your head.” The impression 
one receives from reading Mr. Pepper’s own life that 
Providence had entrusted him with scriptural talent and 
that followed the injunction refusing put 
dark places but pyramided its possibilities intensive 
application, and sedulously continued throughout 
his long life. the aid prodigious memory, 
which also developed unremitting attention (he 
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states that was “trained remember”), the huge ac- 
complishments his career could not have been possible 
even with the equipment which nature had given him. 


The book extremely interesting and one those pro- 
ductions that once begun, pulls the attention the 
reader with throughout the 391 pages narrative. 
not, its title might indicate, mere rehearsal 
lawyer’s work, and there absent any suggestion 
musty law books, neglected ink wells, cuspidors adorn- 
ing odd corners, and other indicia the life 
lawyer the ordinary romantic concept applicable this 
profession. are forced the admiration sketch, 
drawn delightful fashion, man whose life work was 
steeped his vocational calling but who found time, 
almost incredible extent, for devoting his abilities 
varied ways, sometimes complementary his legal activi- 
ties and other times entirely apart therefrom. was 
not instinct politician, but during the years which 
served the country one its outstanding senators, 
gave himself unselfishly and patriotically the service 
the people. His entire makeup seems have been 
grounded ideologies which subordinated his own ad- 
vantages the interests others, even the extent that 
his emoluments practicing lawyer were almost criti- 
cally inadequate just compensation for the services 
performed. One cannot help but get such reaction out 
study this life generate the regret that man 
this caliber could not have ben favored the people 
his country with trust extending itself supreme 
leadership; his undoubted ability, balance, fearlessness, 
and general honesty purpose would have set him apart 
from partisan political influences and given the coun- 
try type executive measuring the finest standards. 


The author uses beautiful flowing style combined with 
excellent diction. The historical periods treated make not 
for only high pleasurable reading, but furnish educa- 
tional and instructive background. The span Mr. Pep- 
per’s life extends itself back the famous days the so- 
called “Gay 90’s.” His own personal friendships attached 
themselves four Presidents—Theodore Roosevelt, War- 
ren Harding, Calvin Coolidge, and Herbert Hoover. 
His contacts with these men and the administration per- 
iods which they served were, some form other, 
intermittently associated with his legal work and his poli- 
tical activities. 


Mr. Pepper’s life seems have been influenced, and per- 
haps sustained, what appears intensive attach- 
ment matters pertaining his faith. Himself con- 
sistent and ardent member the Episcopal Church, his 
and his own convictions not any way 
show intolerance bigotry respecting other creeds. 
not believe that the conscience any reader whose reli- 
gious preferences differ from those Mr. Pepper would 
suffer even slight abrasions. not controversial 
inimical and does not attempt set polemic argu- 
ment disparagement the beliefs others. His training 
his own faith and the life led response thereto en- 
hances his general cultural equipment; the sincerity 
his arguments for the maintenance religious influence 
worthy consideration. 


When add this estimate the general value the 
book literary product appreciation its highly 
artistic portrayal character truly great, written without 
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conceit, but rather spirit modesty and self-efface- 
ment, and its masterly sketch important epochs our 
national history with compelling realization 
the tremendous and value the contribution 
made the subject the autobiography toward the sta- 
bilization the law this country and its juridical ad- 
vancement, obtain fair appraisal its worth. 
should serve inspiration and beneficial stimulus 
students all types, particular members the legal 
profession. Its reading made even more delightful 
the occasional injection some the author’s own 
humorous strain and the insertion anecdotes gathered 
from other sources. The book recommended for general 
advanced reading, 

Willging, President 

Dubuque County Bar Association 


Harmon, Lt. Tom. Pilots Also Pray. Crowell. Oct. 24, 
1944. 185p. $2.50. 


Here have the high spots date the life Thomas 
Dudley Harmon, All-American football star 1940, 
member the American Army Air Corps since Novem- 


ber 1941. 


Lieutenant Harmon begins his autobiography with 
family argument that preceded couple months 
his birth Rensselaer, Indiana, September 28, 1919, 
and ends with his return home from the Chinese war 
area, for rest and recuperation, early 1944. between 
tells his early education Holy Angels (which he, 
oddly enough, calls “Holy parish school and 
Horace Mann High School Gary, Ind.; his four years 
the University Michigan, where, every “fan” 
knows, majored football; his trip Hollywood 
appear picture called “Harmon Michigan,” which 
frankly describes “Limburger cheese, well done”; 
his brief career radio sports announcer Detroit; 
his enlistment the Air Corps and the year rigorous 
cadet training four different fields that followed; his 
fighter, pilot) South America, North Africa and China; 
and his views the character and spirit the Chinese 
people. 


Lieutenant Harmon’s first great adventure flier came 
when, the way from the Atlantic coast Africa, his 
bomber crashed South America, leaving him the 
sole known survivor. His six days the jungle before 
finding help cost him thirty-two pounds weight, but 
made quick recovery, and was soon again route for 
Africa, this time transport plane. 


Having, his own request, been transferred the fight- 
ing plane service, Lieutenant Harmon finally arrived 
China serve pilot the 449th Fighter Squadron, 
section General Claire Chennault’s command. Here 
saw much service against the Japanese until fight 
October 30, 1943, had “bail out” his blazing 
plane and landed, badly burned, enemy territory. 
However, escaped capture and the help friendly 
Chinese made his way back his own lines. little 
later came the trip home with which the book ends. 


Pilots Also Pray will interesting Harmon 
and there are plenty them. Otherwise not par- 
ticularly gripping, perhaps because the author’s bald 
and repetitious style. There little profanity (of the 
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innocuous “hell” and “damn” variety), not apt give 
much offense. more importance the impression 
Catholicity the book likely give non-Catholic readers. 
Lieutenant Harmon emphasizes his adherence the 
Catholic Faith and his reliance prayer—which all 
the good; but feared those otherwise unac- 
quainted with Catholic teachings may led Pilots 
Also Pray believe that Catholics put God, the Blessed 
Virgin and St. Anthony Padua all level sources 
supernatural help, and that prayer the Catholic 
sense consists merely gabbling “Hail Mary’s” fast 
one can. Apparently the author does not know that 
child becomes member the Church baptism, not 
attending church services later on, and his assertion 
that would good thing Americans hated the 
Japanese more than they not good Catholic doctrine, 
whatever else may be. 


Pilots Also Pray has brief introduction Fritz Crisler, 
distinguished football coach Michigan University, and 
illustrations from photographs. 
Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Fletcher, Inglis. Lusty Wind for Carolina. Bobbs-Merrill. 
Nov. 21, 1944. 509p. $3.00. 


This third series novels the colonial Carolinas 
covers the period between 1718 and 1725 and deals with 
the colonization the Cape Fear River country, the dis- 
persal pirates and the development trade which was 
the life blood especially the southern colonies. Posing 
also tale romance and adventure find that the 
book has three main threads woven together make 
the story. There the story Robert Fountaine and 
his settlement, the romance between Gabrielle Foun- 
taine and David Moray and the careers Blackbeard, 
Bonnet, Vane, Anne Bonney and others the famous 
pirates. 


Robert Fountaine, Huguenot weaver, has been driven 
from France and Ireland into England. Even there 
cannot escape persecution and so, under the influence 
Roger Mainwairing, prosperous planter and major char- 
acter earlier book, applies the Lords Proprietors 
for grant land and receives from Lord John Carteret, 
the Palatine, patent land the Cape Fear River near 
Old Town Creek where two former settlements had 
failed. Mainwairing backs this attempt for two reasons— 
Fountaine’s weaving industry will important asset 
the colony and the opening Cape Fear River will 
provide outlet for deep sea trade, thus breaking the 
stranglehold Virginia. Fountaine his crazed 
wife, his dutiful daughter, Gabrielle, his liberated bond- 
servant David Moray, reality gentleman and fol- 
lower the Pretender and number servants and 
artisans. Roger aids the establishment the new 
colony before returning his own estates the Albe- 
marle. The colony must contend with discontent, ignor- 
ance, privation, weakness spirit, weakness leadership 
and other obstacles but spite these manages 
survive even spite pirate ravage and Indian 
attack. Gabrielle Fountaine becomes the tower 
strength upon which the colonists lean and upon her 
falls the burden the success the colony her father 
becomes more and more obsessed with his ideas 
mission convert the Indians. the end wishes 
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abandon the colony favor forest proselytizing, sending 
Gabrielle back unknown betrothed France but 
she rebels and marries David against whose love she had 
first struggled and they develop their own plantation 
Fountaine’s two sons grow old enough manage the 
affairs the colony. 


When Roger returned the Albemarle found the 
country split into two factions—one supporting the unjust 
Governor Eden who collaboration with Blackbeard 
the pirate and the other concerned with maintaining 
just government and developing the potentialities Caro- 
lina. The pirate bands, who have been driven from the 
West Indies Woodes Rogers, the English governor, 
have concentrated off the Carolinas where they enjoy 
freedom action despoil all trade. Virginians and 
South Carolinans from Charlestown become disgusted 
with the inactivity Governor Eden and finally send 
expeditions which capture the most notorious the 
pirates. The Cape Fear River region then develops rapid- 
ly, discredited Governor Eden sent back England 
and the Carolinas develop into the best wealth-producing 
the British investments. Much the pirate portion 
the book centered around Anne Bonney who was 
introduced the daughter witch previous book, 
and who goes career pillage and destruction. 


Lusty Wind for Carolina is, unfortunately, novel that 
has completely failed cash its potentialities. The 
historical background only skeletal outline disjointedly 
put together and very inadequately developed. The 
romance tepid say the least and all the possibilities 
exciting adventure are carelessly traded for few tame 
incidents. Miss Fletcher persists building each her 
plots climax through slow and tedious periods 
and then forsaking the climax entirely, referring later 
settled event. Altogether this ranks very awk- 
wardly written story falling far below the level the 
author’s previous works. This spite the fact that 
the period which she writes rich material pecu- 
liarly well adapted the historical-adventure novel. 
There some profanity, suggestiveness and immorality 
but the whole the book suitable for adult readers 
although there little reason recommend highly. 


Bruce-Extension Prize Novel 


Murphy, Edward The Scarlet Lily. Bruce. 
15, 1944. 239p. $2.25. 


Probably Catholic novel has ever been released with 
much fanfare The Scarlet Lily. Acclaimed 
prize winner, serialized Extension Magazine, credited 
with very large advance sale, purchased for the movies 
David Selznick 1945 production with Ingrid Berg- 
man tentatively cast the star, would seem that this 
book intended for high place. From financial point 
view that undoubtedly true; from artistic aspect 
are more doubtful. 


The story opens the palace Herod. That diseased 
monarch had been visited regularly the apparition 
his murdered wife who this night points out him “in 
patina silver, star, incomparably bright that all 
the others were they were ruling the deepest 
recesses the firmament; mighty pearl, all agleam, 
foamy sea innocent blue that blended into limitless 
expanse purple royal.” (p. 3). Then came the wise 
men with their gifts. The author follows the tradition 
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“the three kings” but deviates from the Scriptural 
account having their gifts distributed Jerusalem for 
the benefit the Temple, the poor, and the pauper dead. 
The slaughter the Innocents crucial part the 
story for happens that the young brother Mary 
Magdala slain; Mary conceives hatred the new- 
born child Bethlehem who was “the immediate cause, 
however innocent, the loss her loved ones” (for her 
mother too had perished defending her infant). 


From this point the reader given the parallel story 
the life Mary Magdala, who became the proprietress 
inn and house ill repute, and that Jesus 
Nazareth. Mary often near Nazareth and hears the 
miracles and the new doctrines Christ. The hatred 
born the death her brother keeps her mind closed 
until, like many another sinner, she ultimately led 
Jesus through the Virgin Mary who comes visit her. 


order add some tension the plot the author has 
introduced Roman official, Tullus, wealthy and power- 
ful, who represented the Magdalene’s lover but who 
prefers win her assent rather than seize her body. 
Finally, however, wearies her elusiveness and has her 
taken his house from which she escapes time 
with the Mother Calvary. 


One can say that the elements are plausibly arranged. 
Occassionally there are slight deviations from the Scrip- 
tural account; these variations are always parallel 
direction rather than divergent other 
torical novels this period. Naturally, the author adds 
number non-Scriptural characters, such the above- 
mentioned Tullus, Rhea, the servant Mary, Josue, the 
shepherd-servant Herod, and few others. 
novel lacks several elements which are necessary for 
greatness. Although the author occasionally brings 
words suggest the period and time not think this 
background has been fully effectively developed; prob- 
ably could not without considerable expansion 
the novel. The choice descriptive matter runs to- 
wards emphasis color symbolism and the substitution 
lush writing for concrete description. Secondly, the 
element conflict, while present Mary’s soul the 
struggle between her external conformity worldly 
things and her disgust with their emptiness, seems 
advanced introspective passages rather than external 
action. major opportunity for increasing the tempo 
the story, the determination the Jewish leaders 
arouse the people against Christ and their plans for 
bringing the decisive mob actions Good Friday, 
generally neglected. offset these criticisms The 
Scarlet Lily novel, point out the extreme 
culty taking the world’s best-known story and introduc- 
ing into elements surprise while remaining faithful 
the original. Father Murphy has written good story, 
certainly suitable for family reading; has not written 
the Catholic novel. 


Kane, Harnett Deep Delta Country. Duell, Sloan 
Pearce. Nov. 1944. 283p. $3.00. 


Mr. Kane introduces his subject under the heading “Para- 
dise Incomplete” and then proceeds describe one the 
lesser known regions our country land contrasts, 
abundance and desolation, cruelty and kindness, 
freedom and feudalism, wealth and poverty, country 
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rich American tradition and the same time almost 
un-American its record crime and political fraud. 
Deep Delta where the Mississippi with its hundred mouths 
meets the Gulf Mexico, where the one builds the 
land with soil gathered from score states while the 
other ceaselessly tears down, where river and gulf con- 
tend for supremacy and where catastrophe strikes when 
either element goes rampage. Beautiful country, 
subtropical, prolific its bearing, country swamp and 
river with dry land only along the latter’s banks; land 
sugar and rice and oranges and furs and fish and oil; land 
that has given riches and pleasures and homes man only 
snatch them away again and keep life the same pre- 
carious level today when the first inhabitants came. 
Mr. Kane gives the story this region, its history, its 
geography, its dangers, its cultivation, its riches, its people, 
their lives and customs. His book not finished study 
the region from all these aspects; rather grandly 
done survey them which will give the reader grasp 
the nature and problems the deep Delta country. 


The book divided into three sections which the first 
“The ‘Glory’ Days” deals with the early history the 
Delta, its discovery, exploration and colonization. The 
French and the Spanish played major early roles but later 
the region became bone contention between French 
and English the southern key the Mississippi which 
was itself the key the mastery continent. This 
section also tells Jackson’s defense New Orleans 
1815 when the Delta saved the city and how neglect 
the Delta during the Civil War lost the city 1862. Very 
little attention paid Civil War times and the Recon- 
struction period but rather the earlier periods when 
sugar and rice were being established major elements 
the economy the region. The second section, 
ing Pot” deals with the inhabitants—French, Spanish, 
Creoles, Acadians, Islefios, Tockos (Slavs from Dalmatia), 
Italians, Filipinos, Chinese and lesser extent, Negroes, 
Scandinavians and Irish. each case the author tells 
the advent the people, describes their way life, their 
subsequent history, their industries, their development 
the Delta country, their effect upon and their place 
today. The author tells peculiar class Delta peo- 
ple, the pilots, describing their origin, their work, their 
education and their place the community. That sec- 
tion concluded with some information river and 
Delta engineering which tells levees and channels and 
that noteworthy engineer, James Eads, who was not only 
the first bridge the Mississippi but who finally rendered 
Delta waters safe for navigation with his remarkable 
system jetties. 


The last section “Shadows and Turbulence” the longest 
and far the most gripping the book. The author 
begins describing the decline the sugar industry and 
the rise orange cultivation. tells the hurricane 
1915 and the terrible devastation wrought the 
Delta, the roaring days the 1920’s with their fur 
wars and liquor smuggling, the flood 1922 when 
crevasse the levee Poydras saved New Orleans from 
destruction and the flood 1927 when another break, 
man-made this time, again saved the city. These descrip- 
tions are gripping their portrayal terror and destruc- 
tion, the loss homes and families the Delta. 
Chapter “La Politique She Stink, She Stink!” tells 
tale shame describing government the region. 
After very brief historical introduction the author heads 
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into modern conditions and speaks fraud, deceit, chi- 
canery, bossism, graft, theft, misfeasance, malfeasance, ex- 
tortion, bribery and every evil which the flesh politics 
heir. Seemingly other region the country can 
match the stench, vileness and injustice Louisiana 
There brief description the color problem and 
the superstitious beliefs and practices brought the 
region various peoples. Space devoted describing 
the life and activities Father Barthelemy Langlois, 
Father Joseph Girault and Doctor Hewitt Ballowe. 
The closing chapter tells the coming oil with its 
attendant Texans and the changes produced Delta 
life under the influence modern conditions. 


Mr. Kane has written not only extremely interesting 
book but one well worth reading companion piece 
his The Bayous Louisiana. This book contains not only 
carefully covered series topics important the history 
and development the region but there also wealth 
descriptian, fact and understanding. Mr. Kane 
knows his Louisiana and loves it. May hope that 
will give more material that little understood sec- 
tion the United States. This book suitable for college 
students and adult readers and can recommended well 
them well occasional mature high school 
reader. 


Selby, John. Elegant Journey. Farrar Rinehart. 
16, 1944. $2.75. 


Chronologically Elegant Journey the first trilogy 
depicting eighty years (1839-1919) the history the 
Trace family. Last year the third volume entitled Star- 
buck appeared (cf. Best Sellers, Sept. 1943, 73). 
The middle volume, Island the Corn, was published 
several years ago. Although Elegant Journey has some 
authentic background the 1839-1857 period can 
hardly classed full-blooded historical novel. 


Nov. 


Sereno Trace was Southern gentleman whose planta- 
tion Maryland was most efficiently managed. Our 
first indication his character his decision reached 
the summer 1839 free his slaves; not from moral 
political reason but rather because had found 
slavery unprofitable institution. Then, because 
believed that opportunities for his economic advancement 
were found the mid-West rather than the 
dying South had his lawyer choose likely spot for 
manufacturing and town site. This decision made 
himself, usual, was the first step estranging his 
wife Nancy, who was strongly attached Southern 
traditions. 


Then came the journey, schooner Albany; through 
the Erie Canal barge; back schooner when they 
reached the Great Lakes. Again Sereno demonstrated 
his careful forethought about packing their personal 
belongings, providing for the sale their schooner 
the end the journey, anticipating the hundreds 
details that went into transporting household several 
thousand miles. This water journey provides picturesque 
and exciting incidents, even scene gruesome quality 
the death Mrs. Treadway. Yet the amount 
space devoted the trip hardly justifies the title for the 
book unless that title taken more inclusive sense 
refer the career Sereno. 


Upon their arrival Wisconsin, Sereno immediately 
went work his more elaborate schemes. His confi- 
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dence never better shown than upon the occasion 
toast “to the When his wife Nancy amended 
the unknown future,” Sereno’s answer was 
typical his attitude. “The future not unknown,” 
declared level voice. know quite well what 
will like.” And did; their house was built 
following the sketch had made back Maryland; 
the town itself was laid out had determined long 
advance; the Town Council met his house 
those plans which saw fit propose. But Sereno’s 
plans had omitted one detail. had planned alone. 
Consistently had failed apprise his wife even when 
his plans affected her life most closely. Eventually 
estranged her completely and when also won the ad- 
miration and affection their only son Arch, Nancy was 
left without any support, either from within such 
from habits reading music (although she played 
well, she had passionate love the piano) through 
external association with household work with her 
neighbors. She became woman without occupa- 
tion. The drink which she turned for solace led her 
insanity and ruin. Like many modern business “success” 
Sereno was failure his home life. 


The basic theme the story built around Sereno 
entrepreneur, pioneer, whose devotion his plans re- 
sulted separation from his wife. secondary story 
that showing the development their son Arch from 
boy who grew without the companionship his 
parents youth who showed little interest his 
father’s activities. The culmination Sereno’s plan 
have Arch marry the daughter rich mill-owner Tread- 
way reached surprisingly amateurish way. 


Elegant Journey Grade adventure story with some 
historical trappings. not particularly well-written, 
especially the latter half, certainly not outstanding 
its historical treatment. Starbuck there are several 
scenes introduced simply sex-stimulants, e.g., Arch’s 
affairs with Gerda and Amy Pabst Milwaukee very 
poor choice cognomen) and those connected with 
Nancy’s loss mind. Its only positive value, that 
showing the ill effects being totally self-centered, 
insufficient justify any sort recommendation. 


Clark, Blake. The Advertising Smoke Screen. 
Oct. 25, 1944. 228p. $2.00. 


The barrage advertising that assails our lives from every 
quarter indeed smoke screen, enfogging that un- 
less are equipped with special goggles most can 
never hope see very far through it. Those special 
goggles are available but most never know about 
them. There seems “conspiracy silence” among 
news disseminating agencies which prevents the mass 
the people from learning what the Federal Trade Com- 
mission says about the practices many our large ad- 
vertisers and the values the products they ballyhoo. 
There scarcely single factor more shaming our 
modern cultural pretensions than the gullibility the 
American people who allow head, heart, health and 
wealth duped the exaggerated and frequently 
false (by implication least) claims advertisers for the 
products they wish sell. But there are honest adver- 
tisers; there code for advertising promulgated 
reputable national organizations and there the Federal 
Trade Commission. All these are protective elements. 
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They are hampered however the immediacy adver- 
tising appeal which, combined with the necessary slow- 
ness Commission action complicated legal appeals, 
permits advertising campaign, evil though may be, 
take effect long before can stopped FTC 
order. However the FTC has accomplished wonders 
correcting advertising; the national associations adver- 
tising men have helped considerably and the people 
will only join the battle dishonest advertising can 
curbed. 


But before the people can take action they must know the 
facts the case and these facts, compiled largely from 
the records the FTC, are what Mr. Clark gives 
this excellent little book. Misrepresentation national 
advertising illustrated simply recording FTC findings 
cases involving current advertising campaigns for well 
known brands. These campaigns appeal fear, human 
hope; they appeal the use fraudulent science; they 
appeal direct statement and implication. The ad- 
vertising campaigns some our best known brands 
are under FTC attack. Cigarettes, hair tonics, tooth- 
pastes, dandruff cures, laxatives, reducing preparations, 
hair restorers, anti-gray hair preparations, cold, cough and 
headache remedies, vitamins, all these and more types 
products have been ballyhooed falsified and misrepre- 
senting advertising. Nor are there only few insignificant 
brands each group. They are the major brands, the 
names which hear over radios, see newspapers, 
magazines, billboards, the brands which buy and 
use daily. Not only are products misrepresented and 
claims falsified but almost never are warned against 
the dangers which frequently accompany the use cer- 
tain products such laxatives. Yet all 
blithely purchasing them, seldom bothering check the 
veracity even profoundly absurd statements. 


Mr. Clark closes with warning advertisers. People 
are losing faith them and, unless they reform, adver- 
tising will lose its rightful place the realm public 
education. This book simple but excellent exposé 
major evil our midst. names names, dates and 
facts, all substantiated from FTC sources. such 
should given widespread publicity and distribution. 
There one small paragraph page which indicates 
somewhat materialistic philosophy but not de- 
veloped any extent and should not prove harmful 
anyone. This book can recommended all classes 


readers. 

Vetter, Ernest Death Was Our Escort. Prentice-Hall. 
Oct. 23, 1944. 323p. $3.00. 


you like your war straight and dirty? With attempt 
give glamour really never had? you do, read 
this book with its fitting title. Death seemed stalk Lt. 
Edward Hamilton during practically every 
moment the day. The author, Lt. Cmdr. Ernest 
Vetter has not written the book glorify Hamilton, but 
rather present account the typical experience 
our men who fight the Japanese. 


The book rings true. Hamilton was member 
boat crew, operating out Porlock Bay, the eastern 
end New Guinea, against the Japanese installations 
the Lae-Salamaua area, further west along the coast. 
Nightly these little boats crept along the shoreline, going 
into every inlet, and attacking any enemy ship found 
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there, from landing barges battleships. was expected 
that men and boats would lost, but was assumed 
that the losses inflicted the Japanese would justify 
such expenditure. The boats went out about 6:00 
cruised dangerous waters all night; and the morning 
started back port. The crews had repair and service 
their own boats, and often did not get chance drop 
off sleep until 1:00 5:00 they were 
again, for chow and final check the boats, and 
6:00 they left for another exacting night. typical 
night’s run they encounter landing barges and “Each 
barge carries 100 men and protected several 
machine guns. That match for our armament... 
sweep down the line, concentrating one barge 
Five times, six times, run our deadly race 
the barges. the end they are longer firing. 
have exhausted several thousand rounds ammunition 
few minutes; our boats are full bullet holes; 
have some wounded men aboard, but the barges are 
finished. The last boat sinking; the last man has been 
killed” (p. 119). 


The technical data given concerning the torpedoes used 
very informative. Although single torpedo costs 
$12,000, its use justified the thought that may 
destroy millions dollars’ worth enemy property. But 
note the alarming statement: “About forty percent 
our fish [torpedoes] failed off because the ex- 
ploder mechanism didn’t work. Just imagine how that 
hits you actual combat” (p. 701). 


The remarks made Hamilton relative the Japanese 
are quite contrast those released commentators 
who prefer win the war holding tightly their 
precious microphones. Hamilton willingly admits: “We 
might well make our minds the fact that the 
Jap good soldier anyone this Any 
American who goes against the Japs with the idea 
that one American can whip ten Japs due for little 
surprise There’s another thing about the Japs. They 
aren’t afraid being killed Japs seldom surrender 
you have formidable enemy, man who will per- 
form almost incredible feats patience and daring” (pp. 


178-181). 


Regarding the Battle the Bismarck Sea, Hamilton tells 
the job assigned his crew. was shoot the Japanese 
who were swimming the water life rafts, and 
“We used our small rifles pick off individuals. 
turned machine guns where swimmers were thick, 
when met rafts and lifeboats. And when ran into 
particularly big clumps drifting Japs, even threw 
depth charges long saw Jap alive, 
kept our relentless hunt. Not until the job was 
done, did turn for home” (pp. 253-254). 


For unadulterated horror and sheer heroism, one should 
read the latter part the book, detailing the almost 
incredible fourteen day trip through the New Guinea 
jungle the boat crew, after their boat had been 
wrecked. Twelve started; three finished. The marvel 
that even one came through alive. 


Strong language found some pages, might ex- 
pected. many these war books, there marked 
tendency question the moral integrity the maternal 
ancestors the Japanese soldiers, fact, all Japanese. 
This book exception that skeptical attitude. Most 
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readers will consider this account one the better war 
books. Try it, you are looking for realism your 


reading. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, Chicago 


Crime Club---November Selection 


Bailey, The Cat’s Whisker: Reggie Fortune 
Novel. Crime Club (Doubleday, Doran). Nov. 1944. 
223p. $2.00. 


haystack fire night followed the Luftwaffe bombing 
important industrial plant England mark the 
beginning this tale espionage and murder. Reggie 
called and provides many summaries the evi- 
dence that acquires the look and smell very red 
herring. For those who like thoroughly English back- 
ground commend this book; doubt that children 
will derive much enjoyment from its ramifications. 


Willkie, Wendell American Program. Simon and 
Schuster. Oct. 10, 1944. 58p. $0.25. 


Men will long debate the question Wendell Willkie’s 
place American political history. Some have charged 
him with being chiefly purveyor felicitous clichés, 
dealer reconditioned bromides. Others have held him 
the outstanding American liberal our times. The 
truth probably somewhere between these two extremes, 
and all the more difficult ascertain because Willkie 
was such attractive personality. may well have been 
that frequently listened him because liked him 
rather than because believed what said. 


His publishers present this reprint his seven newspaper 
articles reviewing the issues the late presidential cam- 
paign, together with his two articles from Collier’s Maga- 
zine the two party conventions, and his own proposed 
platform. Readers the daily press will recall that 
treats Federal power and States’ rights, the negro ques- 
tion, social security, the economy demobilization, labor, 
tariff and international trade, and foreign policy. 
bitterly castigates what terms the “cowardice Chi- 
cago” the part both the major parties. offers 
his own formula enlightened internationalism and 
progressive and even radical democratic reform home. 


With regret this reviewer has decided that there nothing 
which Mr. Willkie says these, his last important utter- 
ances, which has not been said equally well many 
others. gets much mileage possible out the 
brave old phrases the new “One World” liberals, but 
they are still the brave old phrases with nothing mo- 
ment added. Willkie, submit, may satisfactorily 
classified holding permanent seat just left Center. 
History may finally decide that his chief virtue was that 
usually knew when and where stop. But not 
all clear that posterity will call him great and original 
thinker. 


criticizing the Democratic and Republican platforms, 
Mr. Willkie seems unduly querulous. is, 
after all, rather strong term apply either these 
admittedly imperfect pronouncements. Even the Repub- 
lican candidate did not that far his decidedly pointed 
observations the Democratic declaration policy. And 
the Republican platform was really bad Mr.. 
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Willkie says was, one wonders why some devastating 
synonym for “cowardly” was not applied Mr. 
Ickes. Perhaps have here typical Willkie weakness: 
was, would appear, impulsive thinker, inclined 
overstatement. When, for instance, pleaded 
eloquently the cause his “One World”, paid too 
little heed the powerful centrifugal tendencies which 
will always acting tear that unity apart. 


The most provocative essay this collection that 
foreign policy, and the shrewdest remark makes 
this: “Whatever home constitutes foreign 
policy. And whatever abroad constitutes domestic 
policy. This the great, new political fact” (p. 22-23). 


mild recommendation for the general reader. 


Joseph Durkin, 


Georgetown University 
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Brogan, Denis The American Character. 
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would have welcomed full-length portrait oils, 
but this charcoal sketch very clever and mostly accurate. 
subtle accord, perhaps, with not infrequent mood 
the American, makes its prints with quick, broad strokes 
and much omission, but surprisingly good aim. does 
not say anything very new, but, the other hand, does 
not say anything very annoying—a negative virtue not in- 
variably achieved Englishmen writing about America, 
and, might add, vice versa. does not very deep, 
but, possibly, that the author’s delicate way suggest- 
ing another one our national traits. likeness true 
enough times embarrassing; and pays all the 
compliments deserve. 


Emerson once said that “the American only the con- 
tinuation the English genius into new conditions”. 
piquant that Englishman, almost century later, 
writes best seller disavow the parallel. For, one clear 
fact emerging from these pages that the American re- 
sembles nothing the world much himself. What- 
ever his qualities, amazingly unique. also, 
this book points out vividly, paradox. His outlook 
dominantly materialistic, yet inclined over- 
idealistic his political and social thinking. 
nature isolationist, yet the world’s outstanding leader 
international crusades. worships education, yet 
quite undecided what the ultimate aim education 
should be. has never fully shaken off the dynamic 
frontier complex, yet heart confirmed tradi- 
tionalist. impulsive and fumbling, yet usually 
leading the race the finish. 


incredible compound the diverse spirits 
George Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, Davy Crockett, 
Barnum, Babbitt, Jay Gould, Babe Ruth, Dillinger, Ellis 
Island, Times Square, and the general store Gopher, 
Illinois. The way life has constructed equally 
difficult classify. The culture which produces Ashta- 
bula Street Zenith and 50-page books comics for 
adults has produced also the obviously decent and ad- 
mirable citizen you meet bus the ball game. The 
chromium-rococo civilization which penetrates the artistic 
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grotesqueries some motion picture mezzanines could 
name, has produced, its eternal honor, the boys under 
Eisenhower and McArthur. culture, are 
tempted say, without roots; yet repeatedly proves 
young culture, still process formation; yet its basic 
lines, have reason trust, are the old stable values 
which not change time and places change. 


Some Mr. Brogan’s interpretations may legitimately 
question. holds, for instance, that American civiliza- 
tion fundamentally Protestant, and that Catholics have 
always been outside the main stream American life. 
There is, course, more than grain truth this 
statement, but requires slight qualification. There 
nothing the Catholic life-view which conflicts with 
authentic and genuine Americanism; but there much 
the Catholic life-view which opposes the Ameri- 
canism typified, for instance, radio programs featuring 
off-color humor for American soldiers facing momentary 


death. 


The author understandably anxious that Americans 
should play their full part the reconstruction inter- 
national society, and expresses some polite fears that 
may not quite live our obligations this regard. 
The point well taken; should our full share, the 
italics, Mr. Brogan, being also ours. 


Eminently worth purchasing, after your next War Bond. 
Joseph Durkin, 


Georgetown University 
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